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OVERVIEW

Nancy Hanks wonders what happens to her son. Assorted books about
Lincoln will tell his life story with an emphasis on his final trip to
Springfield, the funeral train.

GRADE L EVEL

4th — 6™ grades

TIME NEEDED

4-5 class periods plus 2 weeks for students to read individual books

ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS

Social Sciences: 17.A.2b Use maps and other geographic representations and
instruments to gather information about people, places, and environments.

Social Sciences: 17.D.2b Identify different settlement patterns in Illinois
and the United States and relate them to physical features and resources

£

Social Sciences: 16.A.2b Compare different stories about a historical figure
or event and analyze differences in the portrayal in perspectives they present

Language Arts: 1.B.2a Establish purposes for reading, survey materials, ask
questions, make predictions, connect, clarify and extend ideas.

OBJECTIVES

Students will read books about Abraham Lincoln, learning about his life
experiences and places where he lived, as they note events from each decade
of his life.




Students will plot the route of the funeral train from Washington, D.C., to
Springfield, IL, on a map, identifying each city/state along the way.

Students will write a sympathy card to Mary Todd Lincoln from the
perspective of a child watching the funeral train.

MATERIALS
Teacher:
e copy of poem, “Nancy Hanks” by Rosemary and Stephen Vincent
Benet
e costume to portray Nancy Hanks Lincoln
e reference books about Lincoln, route of funeral train (on internet)
e Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt by Deborah Hopkinson
e photo of Lincoln to color
e graphic organizer of Lincoln, quilt samples

Students:
e Any book about Lincoln at appropriate reading level
desk top map
e crayons/markers
®  SCISSOrs
o glue

ADVANCED PREPARATION

Sew or obtain calico dress appropriate for Nancy Hanks Lincoln. Gather
samples of quilts. Download funeral route of Lincoln’s train. Collect
numerous copies of Lincoln books from libraries at different reading levels.

INTRODUCING THE ACTIVITY

Dress as Nancy Hanks Lincoln. Assume her character and read the poem,
“Nancy Hanks.” Brainstorm for answers to the questions. Distribute books
about Lincoln at each student’s reading level.




PROCEDURES

Activity #1 — Listen to Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt as read by
teacher, still dressed in period clothing. Discuss quilts that tell stories

Activity #2 — Graphic Organizer

Distribute graphic organizer in the shape of Lincoln. As students read their
books, fill in each section of Lincoln with at least two events from each
decade of his life and each state in which he resided.

Activity #3 - Construct a quilt depicting events from each decade of
Lincoln’s life. Draw story of Lincoln’s life on 7-10 square blocks of
construction paper. Construct quilt squares from colored paper and add to
story squares, gluing onto large sheet of paper, making a small quilt.

Activity #4 — Plot the route of funeral train with sticky notes on map,
naming city and state, and numbered in the correct order. Use the website
for the route: http://members.aol.com/RVSNortonl/Lincoln51.html

Activity #5 — Discuss funeral customs and etiquette for card writing. See
the website for funeral museum: www.funeralmuseum.org. Write a
sympathy card to Mary Todd Lincoln from the perspective of a child
watching the funeral train pass by.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON

Students will share information about Lincoln with their quilts. The poem,
“Nancy Hanks,” will be read again for the children to answer the questions
after reading their books.

ASSESSING THE ACTIVITIES

Activity #2- Does the graphic organizer contain 1-2 events in each decade of
Lincoln’s life?

Activity #3 — Does the student’s quilt show 7-10 squares about Lincoln in
the correct order, some for each decade?




Activity #4 — Is the map labeled with train stops in the correct order with
cities and states?

Activity #5 — Is the student’s sympathy card written with correct spelling
and grammar from the point of view of a child?

EXTENDING THE ACTIVITY

Quilt squares with math problems to reinforce math skills and learn about
different quilt patterns: Patchwork Math 2 by Debra Baycura, Scholastic
Books.

Invite a local mortician in to discuss funerals, mourning, customs, then and
now. Visit the Funeral Museum in Springfield, IL, as a field trip or as an
online virtual tour: www.funeralmuseum.org.

Write a poem that answers the questions in “Nancy Hanks.” Share the
poems in class.
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