LINCOLN’S LIFE—EXPERIENCES AND TRAVELS

OVERVIEW

In this lesson, students will study the places and events important in the life of
Abraham Lincoln. A brief PowerPoint will be used as an introduction to his travels
before students read and take notes about him and his life in a variety of books and on the
Internet. The final project is a presentation using a student-created PowerPoint about
Lincoln when he lived in Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, or Washington, D.C.

GRADE LEVEL
Created for grades 3-5, but easily adapted to grades 6-8 with modification of
resources made available to students.

TIME NEEDED

The lesson from start to finish will take from two to three weeks, depending on
the length of the class period used (30- 45 minutes) and how much of the research is done
outside of class. Less time could be needed if the teacher supplies hard copies of
information for each group to read rather than allowing students to research their topic.
Creating a presentation will take approximately one week if students have prior
experience using PowerPoint. Plans should include one or two additional class periods
for students to give their presentations.

ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS

Social Studies
STATE GOAL 16: Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping
the history of Illinois, the United States and other nations.

A. Apply the skills of historical analysis and interpretation.

B. Understand the development of significant political events.

E. Understand Illinois, United States and world environmental history.
STATE GOAL 17: Understand world geography and the effects of geography on
society, with an emphasis on the United States.

A. Locate, describe and explain places, regions and features on the Earth.

B. Analyze and explain characteristics and interactions of the Earth’s physical

systems.

C. Understand relationships between geographic factors and society.

D. Understand the historical significance of geography.

STATE GOAL 18: Understand social systems, with an emphasis on the United
States.
B. Understand the roles and interactions of individuals and groups in society.
English Language Arts
STATE GOAL 1: Read with understanding and fluency.

A. Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to comprehend selections.

B. Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.

C. Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

STATE GOAL 3: Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.
A. Use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization and structure.



B. Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific purposes and

audiences.

C. Communicate ideas in writing to accomplish a variety of purposes.
STATE GOAL 4: Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations.

A. Listen effectively in formal and informal situations.

B. Speak effectively using language appropriate to the situation and audience.
STATE GOAL 5: Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate
information.

A. Locate, organize, and use information from various sources to answer

questions, solve problems and communicate ideas.

B. Analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources.

C. Apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety

of formats.

OBJECTIVES

The student will-

learn where Abraham Lincoln lived and events in his life.

utilize research techniques to find information.

create a PowerPoint presentation about the information learned.
present his/her multimedia presentation to the rest of the fourth grade.

MATERIALS
Teacher
e Computer with projection unit
Presentation direction sheet
Research note sheet
Storyboard template
PowerPoint template
Rubrics (for PowerPoint presentation and peer assessment) and scoring sheet
e Expected Group Behaviors sheet

Student
e Pencil
e Paper

e Clipboard
e Computer with internet access
e Books on Abraham Lincoln and his life
Visuals
e PowerPoint presentation of the places where Lincoln lived

ADVANCED PREPARATION
1. Photocopy presentation guideline worksheet, research note template, and
storyboard template for each student.
2. Enlarge a partial map of the United States showing clearly the locations where

Lincoln lived (Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Washington, D.C.). This may be



done by making a transparency of the United States and using an overhead
projector to enlarge the area needed.

3. Schedule computer lab time.

4. Gather books on Abraham Lincoln on a variety of reading levels.

INTRODUCING THE ACTIVITY
1. Using a brainstorming session, students will share what they know about
Abraham Lincoln.
2. The teacher will show a PowerPoint presentation to show the location of various
places where Abraham Lincoln lived.
3. Explain to students what they will do, using the guideline worksheet.

PROCEDURES

1. Distribute the research note template, explaining students are to fill in as much
information as they can find during their time researching using Internet and
printed materials.

2. Assign student groups the location they are to research. Students must know
where this location is in the United States and be able to place a sticky dot on the
map in the classroom to indicate where your location is found.

3. Give students ample time to conduct their research and fill in the note template,
assisting as needed to help students find what they need to complete the project.
Approximately five 30-45 minute class periods should be allowed for this
purpose. Research may also be done outside of class, if desired.

4. Students use the information from their notes to complete the storyboard
worksheet for each slide of their presentation. Be sure students understand that
the slide will not include everything that will be said in the presentation. They
will also need to include in the lower box the extra information they will present.
Approving each group’s storyboard before the group begins the actual
presentation is beneficial.

5. Students create their PowerPoint presentation using their storyboards as their
guide. If they do not have prior experience using PowerPoint, model how to use
the program. This may be done by having students do a slide or two while you
give step-by-step instructions for using the most common PowerPoint tools. This
may be done with students creating their first presentation slide during the
modeling exercise.

6. Students revise/edit their presentation.

7. Each group should practice giving their presentation, making sure that all students
participate equally. Each group must know where to place the sticky dot on the
map at the start of the presentation to give the audience a visual of this location.
They also need to encourage all group members to speak loudly, slowly, and
clearly as they practice to prepare for the actual presentation.

CONCLUDING THE LESSON
1. Students give their presentation. The students in the audience complete a peer
assessment for each other group’s presentation.



2. After all presentations have been made, conduct a discussion of what was learned,
using the location PowerPoint as students share information learned about Lincoln
and each location where he lived.

ASSESSING THE ACTIVITY
1. Use a rubric to assess the PowerPoint presentation.
2. Include the average scores on the peer assessment rubric when completing the

scoring sheet.

EXTENDING THE ACTIVITY
Any of the following activities may be used as an extension of the lesson.

1.

Write a poem about an event or place in Lincoln’s life.

2. Memorize the Gettysburg Address.

3. Create an ABC book of Abraham Lincoln’s life with each student creating one
page.

4. Make a quilt square representative of an important event in your presentation.

5. Write a sympathy card to Mary Todd Lincoln to express condolences on the death
of her husband.

6. Perform “Abraham Lincoln—A Boy Who Became President” play.

7. Watch video(s) on Abraham Lincoln and his life. If using UnitedStreaming
videos, the Teacher’s Guide and Blackline Masters offer additional activities and
discussion questions.

SPECIAL INFORMATION

Abraham Lincoln lived in these places at the given times.

1809-1816—Hodgenville, Kentucky, on Knob Creek

Dec. 1816-March 1, 1830—mnear Little Pigeon Creek, Indiana

March 15, 1830-March , 1831—Macon County, Illinois, near Decatur
April 1831-July 1831—travel to and from New Orleans, Louisiana (not a
permanent home)

July 1831-April 15, 1837—New Salem, Illinois

April 15, 1837-February 11, 1861—Springfield, Illinois

February 23, 1861-April 15, 1865—Washington, D.C.
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